
When you are attending a session 
with your child (e.g. individual or 
group) we please ask you to turn your 
phone on silent and attend to the 
session with your child. Therapy is 
best practiced at home.
We understand at times you may be 
waiting on a call; if you could let staff 
know this it will be accommodated. 
A phone ringing can be very 
distracting to staff and children within 
the session, it also takes away your 
time learning strategies and ideas 
with your child within the education 
or therapy session.
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Welcome back to all 
our families and a big 
welcome to our new 
families.

We hope everyone had a great start to the new year.
We have two new staff members, Elise and Jemma, joining our 
team this year.  This is exciting!

We’d like to welcome back our existing 
staff and two new team members 

Hello, my name is Elise Wright and I 
am a new Speech Pathologist at Orana 
Early Intervention. I recently graduated 
from Charles Sturt University in Albury 
and I am very excited to be joining the 
team and working with all our wonderful 
clients and their families.

Hello, my name is Jemma Miller and I 
am a new Speech Pathologist at Orana 
Early Intervention. I have previously 
worked at Ageing, Disability and Home 
Care in Dubbo. I am very excited to be 
joining the team at Early Intervention, 
to support the children and families in 
achieving their important goals!
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The Annual General Meeting for OECI 
will be held on 15th March 2016 at 
7.00pm.  
We encourage families to attend. 

2.   Staff - Returning and   
 Maternity Leave

3.   Suite of Services
 IFSP’s
 Transition to School
 Term 1 Dates

4.   Backing the right pack
 NDIS
 Apple adapter recall

5.   Genetic Alliance Australia
 Sibling Workshop
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Janelle Burke 

Manager 
Doreen Peek

Team Leader and 
Educator 

Sarah Heckendorf  
Educator

Hayley Atkins 
Administration

Megan Flint
Occupational 

Therapist

Rebecca Smith 
Speech Pathologist

Merryn Anderson
Speech Pathologist 

Christine 
Sienkiewicz 

 Physiotherapist 

Sharon Salter 
Educator

Sarah Sanders  
Educator

Denese Hofman
Occupational 

Therapist

Jane Williams
Occupational 

Therapist

Aly Laycock 
Educator

Mikaila Tasker
Behaviour Support 

Therapist

Staff on 
Maternity 

Leave
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Suite of 
Services

Orana Early Childhood Intervention offers 
an integrated and co-ordinated service 
and promotes a trans-disciplinary and 
multidisciplinary team approach. 
This evidenced based approach means 
that the team of therapists and educators 
work together in partnership with the 
family.
By implementing a team approach we 
ensure that the family is offered a co-
ordinated program, utilizing the skills and 
experience of our qualified team.

Suite of 
Services • Key Worker

• Individual Family Service 

Plan (IFSP)

• Play Based Learning

• Home Visiti
ng

• Consultation and Inclusion 

• Hydrotherapy

• Transition to School

• Autism Specific Programs

• Hanen

• Other Group Sessio
ns 

• Behaviour Support

• SOS and Feeding 

Asse
ssm

ents

• DIR Floor Time

• Music Appreciation

• Outreach to Nanima and 

Buninyong Pre-Schools

• Asse
ssm

ents

• Equipment and Resource 

Library

• Parent Support a
nd 

Education

During week 1 
term 2 staff will be 
holding Individual 
Family Service 
Planning Meetings 
for all children 
going to school 
next year (2017). 

IFSP’S   
(Individual Family Service Planning Meeting)

These meetings are 
very beneficial and 
helpful to all people 
involved in your 
child’s environment 
in preparation for 
school and allow 
you to identify your 
families goals.

Transition to School Information 
Sessions for Parents/Carer’s

Date: Thursday 31st March 2016
Time:  11.00 am  - 12.30 pm
Place: OECI

Early Intervention support staff from 
the Department  of Communities and 
Education and  Catholic Education  
will be on hand to talk about the 
transition to school process for 
children going to school in 2017. 

It is a great opportunity for families 
to ask  questions or voice any 
concerns  that they may have about 
school and to met the person who 
will be instrument in supporting you 
through this process.

Term 1 
dates

Private and 
independent school 

dates will vary

March
Easter 25-28

Centre closed

April
Term 1 finishes April 8

School Holidays 9-26

Anzac Day - 25

Term 2 Starts 
April 27
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Fatigue can impact a child’s ability 
to engage in education and partake 
in physical activity. About 70% of 
Australian school children may suffer 
schoolbag-related back pain. Therefore 
ensuring that you child’s backpack is 
fitted properly is important.
There are several key issues to consider 
when choosing a backpack as well as 
wearing one effectively:

As many of you may be aware 
there are changes identified 
for the disability sector. 
The National Disability 
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is 
currently rolling out across 
the state with our area due 
for implementation from July 
2017.
Keeping up with the changes 
is proving difficult & it has 
been recommended that 
people wishing to find out the 
most accurate information 
link into the NDIS website.

Backing the 
right pack

Adapted from : Article in “APA In 
Motion” February 2016

• A backpack should be less than 
10% of the child’s bodyweight.
• Should contain wide, padded 
& adjustable shoulder straps and a hip 
strap.
• When worn the backpack 
should sit above the waist and not 
hang low over the bottom.
• The backpack should be never 
slung over one shoulder, even if its light 
in weight. 
• The contents of the backpack 
should be distributed so the heaviest 
items are closest to the spine to 
decrease the load on the spine. 
• Always bend your knees when 
lifting the backpack.
Australian Physiotherapy Association 
(APA) has worked collaboratively with 
Spartan backpack and developed an 
APA endorsed backpack –Physiopak. 
They have developed a rigid foam (EVA) 
along with a waist belt that allows 
the load to be distributed across the 
wear’s body thereby decreasing sag and 
consequently risk of injury.

Changes in the 
disability sector

It is important to note that 
not all families will be eligible 
for the NDIS.

Due to the anticipated funding 
changes we are currently 
assessing and reviewing our 
service delivery.

As always you are most 
welcome to chat with a 
member of staff with regard 
to this. 

We always welcome parental 
comments & suggestions.

www.ndis.gov.au
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To attend please complete this registration form. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a Sibling workshop? 
 

Sibshops provide young brothers 
and sisters peer support and 
information in a lively, 
recreational setting. 

 

They include fun group-work, 
discussions, games and 
activities. 

 
Who is it for? 
  

Designed for children aged 8 to 
12 years who have a brother or  
sister with a disability, genetic 
condition or special needs. 
 

 RSVP   9th March 2016 to  
Genetic Alliance Australia 

 

“It was fun and I didn’t get bored! There were games, activities, 
group discussion and helpful information!” 

Why Should I come?  
 
You get to meet other young 
people in similar situations in a 
relaxed and fun setting. 
 

DUBBO SIBLING WORKSHOP  
9.30am on Sunday 13th March 2016 

Western Plains Cultural Centre Building Dubbo 
 

 REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION FORM 
 

Mr  Mrs  Ms 
SURNAME: …………………………………………………………………… 
 
GIVEN NAME: ………………………………………………………………. 
 
ADDRESS: ……………………………………………………………………. 
State: ……………………………  P/CODE: ………………………… 
Tel:……………………………………………………………………… 
Mobile:………………………………………………………………… 
Email: …………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Child’s name: ………………………………………………………………… 
Date of Birth: ………………………………………………………………… 
Gender: ………………………………………….................................... 
 
Name of brother or sister with special needs: 
…………………………………………………………………....................... 
Date of Birth: ………………………………………………………………… 
Gender: ……………………………………………................................. 
Name or description of disability or health concern: 
……………………………………………………………............................. 
Other siblings in the family:  
Name(s): 
…………………………………………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………………………………………. 
Date of Birth: ……………………………………………………………….. 
Gender: ……………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Please fill the back of the form. 

Our Mission
Orana 

Early Childhood 
Intervention is committed 
to providing family centred 
practices to families who 

have young children with a 
developmental delay 

and or disabilities.

Our Vision

All families 
of young children 

should have access to 
quality early childhood 

intervention to assist them 
to develop 
individual 

capabilities.

“A chance for a 
happy life and an 
opportunity for 
learning are the 

rights of every child”
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