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Third Party Verification
We have received notification
from SAI Global, the independent
auditing firm, that assessed us for
compliance with the Disability
Standards late last year that we
are being recommended for
Third Party Verification.
As we head into the new
disability landscape with the
implementation of the NDIS we
are well placed to be competitive.
In the new market. We meet the
disability standards and will be
known as a quality service
providing best practice models to
the children and families
Congratulations to all involved!

We hope that everyone has settled back into Term 1
Over the next couple of weeks we will have Medical students
attending our service visiting from the School of Rural Health
(Sydney University). Students will attend sessions to get a better
understanding of what we do at Orana Early Childhood Intervention.
During Week 1 next term we will be holding Individual Family
Service Plan (IFSPs) with our transition to school families. The
families/carers involved in these meetings have been notified.

Book of the week!
Peek: A Thai Hide and
Seek.
Author: Mingfong Ho
A father and daughter play hide and
seek among the animals near their
house in Thailand.

Annual General Meeting
Come along and hear what has been happening at the centre during
the past 12 months.
If you would like to join the Board of Management please chat to a
staff member who can answer any questions you may have.
All families and friends are invited to attend the AGM to be held

Want your newsletter emailed?
If you would like our newsletters to be
emailed to you instead of a paper copy
please let Hayley (Administrator) in the
front office know.

Wednesday 25th March 2015
7.00pm
A light supper will be provided
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Choosing your Child’s School
In the Dubbo area, parents need to make the choice between Public, Catholic, or
Independent school. If you choose to send your child through the Public School system, your
place of residence predetermines which school your child is zoned for. Families are able to
apply for an out of zone school, however, these positions are very limited and have been very
hard to secure in the past. Children with additional needs requiring a support class
placement will be allocated positions after meetings with Department of Education staff, in
accordance with their needs.
It is important to make these decisions with the following thoughts in mind:


Cost: what are the costs involved in sending your child to the school? Fees are not the
only cost, there are also extra’s which may include school uniforms, sporting
equipment, excursions, etc.



School’s philosophy: Is the spiritual or religious philosophy of the school in line with
your family beliefs and values?



After school care: Are both parents working and requiring after or before school care? Is
this available at the school or will the child need to catch buses to care?



Proximity: Is the school reasonably close to where you live or will your child need to
catch buses and change at busy bus stops?



Class size: How many children are in each class, with how many teaching staff? Smaller
classes are a more optimal learning environment.



The school environment: Are parents encouraged to become involved? Is the school
welcoming? Are the buildings and grounds well maintained and resources adequate ?
Do the students and staff seem happy to be there?



Resources: is the school adequately resourced to support children with additional
needs? For example, physical needs, communication needs, learning difficulties or social
needs.

Finally,


Your child: Can you envision your child’s needs being met by the school?

It is important to discuss your options to make the best decision for your child and family.
Having an open and honest relationship with the school is imperative in order to discuss any
issues which may arise immediately. This information about choosing schools and starting
school can be found in “Starting School—how to help your child be prepared”, by Sue Berne
available from our parent library. If you would like to discuss school options, please do not
hesitate to speak to OECI staff, who can direct you in the right direction.
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Is your child unwell??
If your child is not feeling well or needs Panadol/Nurofen please keep them at home until
they feel better. Cold like symptoms can be the start of many illnesses that can be contagious.
We currently have some very vulnerable members of early intervention community who can
be affected for life from contracting simple illnesses. We have pregnant mums, new born
babies who have not been immunized so please help us to protect them all by keeping your
child home if they are unwell.
If your child has had vomiting or diarrhea they need to stay at home for 24 hours after the
last episode.

Expressions of Interest for
Additional Music Sessions
We are seeking expressions of interest from families with regard to offering more music
appreciation sessions for the children. These will be provided on a minimal fee for service
basis.
We are happy to explore options after lunch or after school for school aged children as this is
when Alison our music facilitator is available
________________________________________________________________________
Family name:___________________________
Interested:

Yes

No

Best times & days: ________________________________

“A Chance for a happy life & an opportunity for learning are the rights of every child”
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Transition Information
Sessions for Parents and
Carers
Parents and carers of children transitioning to school this year are
invited to attend a workshop with Cathy Campbell (Support Teacher,
Early Intervention at the Department of Education & Communities)
and Diana Scullard (Education Officer, Catholic Education Office). On
24th March Christine Varley (Special Needs Teacher, Dubbo Christian
School) will also be attending.
We will also be introducing you to The Transition to School Resource
by Early Childhood Intervention Australia to provide you with
resources and equip you for a smoother transition.
The workshop will be held at Orana Early Childhood Intervention
on
Tuesday 24th March at 1:30pm (Week 9)
Public Schools, Catholic Schools & Dubbo Christian School
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Immunisations
Just a reminder to parents & carers to please
bring in a copy of your child’s current
immunizations in your blue book or a
Medicare print so we can take a copy for
your child’s file.
Spare clothes
Please bring a spare change of clothes with your
child when attending OECI.
This ensures that if we have messy play, or your
child has an accident, you are able to change your
child without missing their session.

Noticeboard
Please take the time to check our notice board as you first sign in with
your child.
Complaints, Concerns & Compliments
If you have a compliment, concern or complaint– there are lots of ways of
us know:

letting



Talk to a member of the team



Email: info@oeci.org.au



Letter: PO Box 6204, Dubbo, NSW, 2830



Phone: 02. 6882 0599



Other: request to speak to Doreen Peek, Team Leader, our Board of Management or Janelle Burke,
Manager.



Refer to our complaints and feedback brochure



Add a comment on the feedback board which is located in the foyer as you sign in
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All staff at OECI would like to wish everyone a
very happy and safe Easter weekend.

